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Experience the Finnish way of teaching and learning.

Stay at Youth Centre Villa Elba and learn about experiential, 
outdoor education in Villa Elba’s Nature School, which is one 

of the oldest Nature Schools in Finland.

Visit schools in the region and discover how learning takes 
place in Finnish schools. 



YOUTH CENTRE VILLA ELBA
Accommodation and nature school

Youth Centre Villa Elba is located by the sea about 5 km from Kokkola city center. We offer interesting and 
educational programs for children and adults. At Villa Elba you can have meetings and parties, good food, as well as 

cozy accommodation

To support environmental education and sustainable development in our schools and 
kindergartens is one of the mission of Villa Elba’s Nature School.

Our goal is to offer positive experiences in nature, attract interest and increase responsibility 
towards the environment and other people.

Learning at the Nature School is based on experiments, activities and on our own experiences as 
well as observations. Therefore, we spend most of our days out in nature regardless of the season. 
The Nature School has its own laboratory and is located near a bird reserve area.

Nature School was founded in 1992 and is one of the oldest nature schools in Finland. 



HOLLIHAKA SCHOOL

Hollihaka school is a safe and multicultural Finnish school, where the physical and mental well-being of the 
students form the foundation for the best possible learning to occur.

Hollihaka School is a multicultural and multilingual school where teaching in Finnish, 
Swedish and English takes place. The curriculum for all classes is the same but only the 
teaching language differs. In addition, the school has preparatory education for 
immigrants.

Multiculturalism is also highlighted in the fact that many of the teachers come from 
other countries besides Finland. At the moment there are teachers from Canada, China, 
UK, Spain and Finland. 

Hollihaka School opened its doors in the autumn of 1960. The school is located in a park 
in the middle of nature, just outside the city center. Within walking distance of the 
school are forest, seaside, outdoor activity park, sports hall, swimming hall and hockey 
stadium.

382 Students, 1 - 6 grades



MÄNTYKANGAS SCHOOL
250 Students, 1 - 6 grades

The school motto is: School is for children and the purpose is to learn skills needed in life. Together, let’s make 
everyday a good school day!

The 90-year-old Mäntykangas school specializes in arts and crafts. Of the 15 class groups 
in the school, four are music classes, four are special education small groups and seven 
are general education classes.

Mäntykangas school focuses on the power of positive pedagogy and the power of learning 
through the child’s own strengths. In addition, Mäntykangas school emphasizes co-
operation and practicing future skills as well as global education through Erasmus + 
projects and collaboration with Youth Centre Villa Elba. 

In 2019-2020 Mäntykangas school highlights education, which is based on Unicef
program “Child Friendly City” as well as noticing children's rights every day.



TORKINMÄKI SCHOOL
539 Students, 1 - 9 grades

Torkinmäki School focuses on community, child and youth participation, positive pedagogy and cooperative 
working methods

Torkinmäki School is a teaching practice school for adult students of the Chydenius
University Teacher Training Center in Kokkola. Torkinmäki school and the University 
Center also have joint research projects. In 2018, it was the first school in Finland to start 
piloting a computer program for analyzing students with writing disabilities.

The school was reopened in 2017 after extensive renovation. There are very few 
traditional classrooms in the school. Students sitting time is reduced as there are 
deliberately no chairs in the classroom for all. All the classrooms can be combined into 
one large space or divided into smaller sections with curtains, sliding walls and movable 
furniture.

The school has 25 classes, two small groups and two special education integration 
groups. In addition, Torkinmäki School and the kindergarten have 80 children in 
kindergarten and 45 children in preschool.



KIVINIITTY SCHOOL
340 Students, 7 - 9 grades

Kiviniitty school has their own unique innovative approach to inclusion, global education and supporting pupils 
with different needs.

Kiviniitty school emphasizes collaborative skills, inclusion and the principles of 
sustainable development.

Global education in Kiviniitty school is in the core of school's values and activities. The 
co-operation with NGOs, national network of Global School and f.ex international Youth 
Center Villa Elba, gives the pupils and the staff a possibility to learn about global 
education themes like UN2030 sustainable development goals, equity & equality and 
inclusive education.

Kiviniitty school has 14 classes, from which three are specialized in music. There is also a 
Multilanguage group, green care education group, two special needs education groups 
and Preparative education for immigrants group.  



Interested in visiting these places ?

Contact Villa Elba and experience the Finnish way 
of teaching

Youth Centre Villa Elba
Sannanrannantie 60

67100 Kokkola
+ 358 6 831 3400
elba@kokkola.fi

www.elba.fi


